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Objective: Determine the sensitivity of the current newborn hearing screening programme (NHS), 
analyse the characteristics of children unidentified by NHS and explore the possible need for hearing 
screening later in childhood. 
Results: The sensitivity of the current NHS programme was 0.83 (0.79 for well babies and 0.96 for 
NICU graduates). Permanent Childhood Hearing Impairment (PCHI) was confirmed before 36 months 
of age in 96% of the study cohort. Of the children unidentified at NHS > 50% had moderate hearing 
loss. In these children no predominant cause of PCHI was found.  
Conclusions: With our current NHS progamme we are able to identify the majority of children with 
PCHI of congenital cause. The results of the present study do not support the initiation of audiological 
screening in childhood (later than NHS). Compared to the previously used distraction hearing 
screening programme, all programme characteristics are greatly improved. 


